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marriage was responsible for "a good deal of domestic unhappi-
ness".13a That Mrs. Sun agreed to a separation would be in accord
with the tradition of Chinese wifehood and the innate dignity of
Chinese women.
In The First Wife Pearl Buck tells of the tragedy that came to so
many young couples during the days when Chinese students first
went abroad for education: a young husband, married in his teens
to the wife chosen by his parents, returns after seven years abroad
as a student only to find he cannot share his widened life with his
faithful but ignorant wife. A case can be made in support of the
old Chinese marriage by parental selection, but there were thousands
of these tragedies in China during the first two decades of the nine-
teenth century and it is not unreasonable to class Sim's amongst them,
Divorce has been known in China for centuries. The Sayings of
Confucius allow seven reasons for which a man may divorce his
wife but the Chinese are, in all matters, less concerned with exact
law than with what is considered by public opinion to be morally
right ia any particular case, Sir John Pratt says: "The rigidity and
absence of give and take, the lack of sympathy and of a broad and
humane tolerance of human weakness which Chinese find in Western
legal systems is very abhorrent to their spirit/*184 When divorce
was resorted to it was done without any court proceedings or legal
formalities though custom decreed complicated and exacting con-
ditions that must be met. Far more common than divorce was the
practice by which a man took a secondary wife, often because his
first wife had not borne him a son; and a son was considered very
necessary to maintain the appropriate worship at the family tombs,
In such cases the first wife usually gave her consent and* even,
encouragement; and she remained the only legal wife.
Sun Yat-sea had no legal grounds whatever for divorcing Lu Szu
but he considered the mutually agreed separation sufficient. In this
he may have found some self-justification in his knowledge that in
America such separations are common and obtained easily.
Th0 maniage with Chingiing, who is now known always as
Madame Sun, took place, probably, on October 25, 1915* and
Chingling, writing soon after to a friend who had been at school
with her in America, referred to the wedding thus:
"It was the simplest possible, for we both hate surplus ceremonies and the
like. I am happy and try to help my husband as much as possible with his
English correspondence. My French has greatly improved and I am now
able to read French papers and translate by sight easily. So you see marriage